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Report released on Doe probe 


Investigation gathered 
millions of pages of 
GOP emails, records 


Patrick Marley and Jason Stein 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


MADISON - A sweeping and now- 
closed investigation into Gov. Scott 
Walker’s campaign gathered millions of 
pages of records about Republicans, 


prompting a U.S. Senate candidate to 
say Thursday she was considering legal 
responses. 

Also Thursday, Jefferson Circuit 
Court Judge William Hue — the judge 
now in charge of the John Doe probe — 
said he did not recall posting messages 
on Twitter about the investigation be- 
fore he got the case. After a Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel reporter pointed out 
his numerous posts, Hue said he 
thought they did not show any bias, but 
would bring them to the attention of the 


state Supreme Court’s chief justice and 
would hear out anyone who thought he 
should step aside. 

John Doe prosecutors issued at least 
218 subpoenas that generated emails 
and other documents totaling millions 
of pages, according to a report by GOP 
Attorney General Brad Schimel that be- 
came public Wednesday. 

U.S. Senate candidate and state Sen. 
Leah Vukmir (R-Brookfield) told WTMJ- 
AM (620) on Thursday that she was hor- 
rified that investigators had scooped up 


emails with her daughter that included 
private medical information. 

“It is un-American,” Vukmir said. “I 
am going to exhaust all options — both 
legal and legislative — for recourse 
here.” 

Investigators seized emails from 
Republicans that appeared to have 
nothing to do with the underlying 
probe, such as those about a Bible 
study group and a discussion between 


See DOE, Page 10A 


Zablocki Veterans Affairs Medical Center registered nurse Michelle Post takes the vitals of patient Nick Michels. The 
hospital has 50 openings for nurses and it is recruiting through nurse career fairs and touting its generous vacation, 
salary and benefits package. See more photos at jsonline.com/news. MIKE DE SISTI / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 
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VA hospital seeks 
to fill nursing gap 


Facility uses career fairs, Facebook, airwaves 
trying to find 50 nurses across departments 


Meg Jones 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


man sitting in a chair. 


Mas Post smiled as she walked into the room and greeted a 


After Post pumped hand sanitizer from a dispenser on the 
wall and pulled on a pair of green gloves, she and Nick Michels chatted 
over the sound of air flowing through his tracheotomy mask. She bent 
forward to listen to his lungs through her stethoscope and then knelt. 

“Tm going to see if you have any swelling in your legs,” Post said on a 
recent morning at the Zablocki Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Mil- 


waukee. 


A black ball cap adorned with the words “Combat Medic” lay on the 


bed beside Michels. 


Post worked as a certified nursing assistant at the Milwaukee VA 
while she earned her nursing degree at Alverno College and was hired 


See NURSES, Page 14A 


“It’s because 
nurses are aging 
and they’re due 
to retire in eight 
to 10 years. 
We’re losing a 
lot of our most 
senior nurses 
with years of 
experience, 
which is 
concerning.” 


Angela Garza 

registered nurse, program 
manager for a 
medical/oncology unit on the 
hospital’s fourth floor 


Suicide 
attempt 
highlights 
Copper Lake 
challenges 


Inmate tried to cut, hang 
herself early last month 


Ashley Luthern Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


A tactical team restrained a young 
woman incarcerated at a troubled 
Northwoods prison after she tried to cut 
herself with a plastic spoon, threw urine 
at prison staff and attempted to hang 
herself twice during the encounter, rec- 
ords show. 

The incident underscores the ongo- 
ing challenges at Copper Lake School for 
Girls and its companion facility, Lincoln 
Hills School for Boys, which have been 
under criminal investigation for nearly 


See INCIDENTS, Page 14A 


Franken 
resigning 


Senator suggests he’s 
being held to different 
standard than Trump 


F 3 a Heidi M. Przybyla 


USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - Sen. 
Al Franken, D-Minn., 
said he plans to resign af- 
ter more than half a doz- 
en women came forward 
over the past several weeks with allega- 
tions that he touched them improperly 
or made unwanted sexual advances. 

Franken also disputed some of the 
accusations and suggested he is being 
held to a different standard than Presi- 


72 


Franken 


See FRANKEN, Page 8A 


House: More allegations surface. 9A 


Business 


General Electric plans to cut 12,000 
jobs in its power division. 12A 
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Congress passes a stopgap spending 
bill to prevent shutdown. 4A 
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